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Dear Editor of Indonesian Journal of Chemistry,

We wish to submit an original research article entitled “Simple one-pot synthesis of sulfonic acid-functionalized silica for effective catalytic esterification of levulinic acid” for consideration by the Indonesian Journal of Chemistry. We confirm that the written manuscript is original, and no part of it has been published before, nor is any part of it currently under consideration for publication elsewhere.

This paper is in scope of Inorganic Materials that focus on catalyst synthesis. Sulfonic acid-functionalized silica was synthesized from new strategy that is simple, non-toxic, and environmentally friendly. Through silane coupling agent, the sulfonic acid group could form strong covalent bond onto silanols of silica precursor. The formed materials is a prospective solid acid catalyst to any reaction for producing renewable fuels. The SiO2–SO3H material was used as catalyst in esterification of levulinic acid to produce levulinic ester that can gives great performances as fuel additives.

Please find below a list of potential reviewers for this work.

We have no conflicts of interest to disclose.
Please address all correspondence concerning this manuscript to me at nuryono_mipa@ugm.ac.id.

Your consideration is very much appreciated. We are looking forward to your favorable reply. 

Sincerely,
Nuryono
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