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English las man)' ways of expressi ng
directives. This pa~r altempes to classify

the examples of direc tives based on their
linguistic forms. which then wi ll be gj'..en
some comments. These comments , despite
~in¥ subjec tive, are based on observation
and Inquiries to native speakers of English.
Fina lly, this paper discusses other possible
ways w hich can be used 10 c lassi fy the
di rec tives and the impl ications for learners
and teac hers of English to speakers of other
languages.

Austin (quo ted hy Co ultha rd, 1985)
makes the distinct ion betwee n locu tionary
and iIIocutionary acts, and he says further
that • the interpretation of the locutionar y
acu.. concerns with meaning, the interprets­
tio n of the iIIocutiona ry ac t wit h force. ·
Sea rle (cited by Coulthard. 1985 ) proposes
five microclasses of iIIocutionary act: repre­
sentatives, directives, commissives, expres­
sives and declarations. Directives (Coul­
tha rd, 1985:24) may be definedas

all attempts by the speaker to get the
heare r to do something- in this class the
speake r is wanting to achieve a future
situation in which the world will match
his words and thus lhis class includes no(

simply 'orde r ' and' request ' but, more
sub tly, "invi te", 'da re' lUId 'challenge' .

Based on the de fini tion and concept
above, the exa mples of directives are gathe­
red . They are ta ken from G loria ( 1985),
O'Neil ( 1971), Wong (1970), Hernmingway
( 1974) and Jo rdan (1986) which are likely
relevant to st udents al tertiary level. These
di rectives a re ctasssified according 10 their
lingu ist ic fo rms, and for the purpose o f
co nve nience in reading and refer ence­
making, they are numbered. Th ey are
gro uped into :

I. G roup A - Directives expressed in verbal
ques tioos

2. Group B - Directives expres sed with
ver bs in tbe stem forms

3, Group C - Direc t ives ex presse d 10

pronominal questions
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4. Group 0 - Directives exp ressed in stale­
ments

I. Group A Directives expressed in ver bal
qu estions

"will yo u co me down to b re akfast,
Harold?" his mother said.( I)

·WiII you come ove r and watch me play
indoor? "(2) .

"Would you kn ee l and pray with me,
Harold? " his mother a.<;ked(3)

Wou ld you mind posting the letter for
me?(4)

"Wo uld you show me what' s in thai suit­
case?" he is asking(5)

Will you se t up the slight projector for me,
please, Walter,?(6)

Excuse me. Wou ld )'OU mind lending me
yo ur penci l for a moment 50 I can copy
these book titl~'? · (1)

Exc use me, but could yo u tum down the
radio'? I can' t hear the person on ltk: other
end of the line. (8)

Excuse me, but can you cha nge a hundred
doll ar bi ll? I' m afra id I do n't have Iny
change. (9)

Peter, could you please stop talking'? I can' t
talk: when someone else is ulking. (10)

A : Co uld you please ask Lois 10 come here?
( I I) I want her to rype these k'flen forme.

Can you go shopping with me this
morning? (12)

Can you help me with the cleaning this
moming? (13)

X: Have these books he lves be en
dusted?(14)

Y: O f course they beve. I've just dusted
them. I've bun dusting bookselves for
twenty min utes. •

Liu Cbung -luan then walked back,
frowning slightly• • May I sugge.st lhat you
do my wo rk here, mixing the cement, and
I' ll \10m for you at the bottom of the sewer.
The air dow n there is poor; your headache
will get worse. " (15)
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