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I. Introduction

Tabs Batak people originate from Ta
panul i, North Sumatra around Lake

Toba. This tribe has their own language.
which is T8 language. Compared with
other tribes, T8 people started their con
tact w ith other cu ltures Iattw. The eastern
part 01 Indonesia. fO( example, had been
having contact w ith the Portuguese since
the si xteenth cenlUfY. w hile ~he T8 peo
ple only started in 1861 .

later. the T8 a lso had contact with the
Dutch. the British and the Germans which
result ed in the spread of Ctvistianity
amongst T8 peop le. It was the missionar 
ies or the Batak mission who first encour
aged education amongst the TB. because
t hey wanted to encourage the T8 to un
dersta nd the Gospel. Thus. the formal
education in the T8 areas started after the
arrival of Christial'llt.,.. Meanwhile. educa
t ion brought by the Ctuistian mission gave
rise to the T8 ambition towards progress
or what th ey called Hamajuon Salak or
'8atak Progressivism .' These missionar ·
res not onIv gave education in the T8
areas but also sent the T8 members over
seas.

Some resea rchers like Kruger and Pee
eesen believe that TB people were canni
bals in t he past , even after the penetration
01 Christianit y began . They suspected
that missionaries like lyman and M unson
we-e eaten bv the T8 [Pedersen, 1970).

T8 people had eagerness towards
modernit y in vario us aspects of life spiri
tually as wBiI as economically . Due to the
ha rdShip they faced in th e past, especially
ClSlng The Paderi W ar 11823- 18371, they
WM\ted advancement in Irnowlectge that
.-CUd lead them towards material pro-

ees . Thts has been the main ambitIon
'01 TB Deook! as 8 whole.

tJ"IOUfWf'l at tee beg inning Christian
ue:a;:1()In emonaSised theologica l stu

: also IncJ uaed practical reading,
"'" ancs alltfVnetic ICUf'V\ingham ,

' 9 5.! 51". Iatet' became helpful for

the secular aspect, Aritonang (1988:
4381 bel ieves that education is an ettec
nve w ay to get rid of paganism and pov
erty .

The idea of 'progress ' (what the T8
people call hamajuonl has been the mai n
ambition of the 18 people, because as a
whole they are very keen to develop
themselves. Although the de finition of
progress or modernisation varies, gener
aUy the central focus is to change their
nte to what they th ink is II better one .
SitLl'TlOf8ng 11993:231describ es the cul
t ural revolution process of the TB or ien ta
tion as follows;
a. Geographic orientation bv moving f rom

the western part o f Sumatra to the
eastern part of that island.

b. People changed from thei' tr ad itional
beliefs to Christianity .

c. The way of t hinki ng is not influenced
by myth, mysticism and magic any
more.

d . T8 people a,e continuallV moving from
agrtcultural life to industry.
it can be argued t hat basically the T8

progressivism can be explained as:
a. Change in what t hey bel ieve
b . Progressivism or development in edu

cation
c. Urba nisat ion or migration

1, , . Change in w ha t t hey bel ieve

8efore the arrival of Chr istianity , the
TB had a tradit ional belief in which people
worshipped the spirit o f their ancestors.
Fat some ti,ne th is traditional belief put
them in iso lation w hich kept them in
poverty . However, the T8 peop le who
were ccnseveuves by nature accepted
moderni ty brought by Ctv rsbani ty be
cause ot it s ability t o lib8fale them t rom
old, fa shioned customs and br ing them to
prog ress . It was the amver of Ctvistianiw
that brought the Chri stlsn Bata k to t he
new era or moderni ty . Being a Christi an
also mea nt leaVIng their Old pagan life
style. Th e conservatives remained Palbe
gus or ad herent s of tradit ional belie f and












