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Visit ing Vogyakarta in the 19605, the
President of 8 friendly country was

so greatlyirnpressed w ith the c ity that he
said, · Yogya ka rta is the city of yesterday ,
today and tcmcercw" . To me. what he
said is not simply a courtesy since its
development indicat e s a p romising future
without sacr ificing tts traditional traces of
the pas t . Approaching the end of the 20th
century. Yogyakarta still reflects thetNee
dimensions. Harmoniously, people of
Yogyakarta are able to mix their tradi
tional life style w ith the modern one,
w hich has already obses sed them. They
do not ignore the perspectives of the
future which are already present on the
veranda.

As soon 8S we gained ou r . ind e-
pendence, Yogyakarta developed int o 8
miniature of Indones ia. Young people
from all over the country came to stay as
they studied et high schools and universi·
t ies in Yogyakarta . Yet . the city did not
seem to let its t laditional landmark disap·
pear; it keeps the spirit o f the Ja vanese
cultural center w hisper ing. The process of
cultural mixture of those of the natives
and the new arrivals has stimulated the
emergance of new ideas for people 's bet 
termeot, They are thinkers, in tellec t uals,
and artists whose activities have been
locally, nationally and interna t ionall y ac
knowledged . They have the ir Shares in
contribut ing mea ningfully to the develop
ment of the nation.

This brief paper is meant to discuss the
social and economic life of 8 united com
munity who lives in the kampong of Kau
man. It i s a res idence w hic h is situated in
the heart of Yog yakar ta toward the wesl
of Northern AJoon-dioon, to be precise .
Thi s partic ular kampong is int eresting to
discoss '01 some reasons. First, it is t he

one that none of us could separate from
the hi story of Vogyakarta. M Ote impor
tantly, it i. dennitely a part of the M tan
ate bureaucratic sy st em o f the lenton.
Beyond doubt, the lcampong reflects, too,
the dimensions of yesterday . today and
tomorrow. Second, since Vogyakarta
w as founded, Kauman has become a
Javanese community w hi ch, according to
Geertz 119601. i s caned a Santr; sceetv .
They ptofess Islam and obedient l y per
form t he ir reli giou s obligations, w hich
di st ingnishes themselves f rom the com
munitias in the ot her leampongs in
Vogyakarta . Third , the Muhammediyah
organization was founded in this kam
pong by K.H . Dahlan;" 1912.lt is indaec:t
an organizatKln w hich has been consid 
ered as the Islamic reformer in Indonesia .
Peop le from all over the country now
accept his organizat ion as the most in fl u
ential, and so do people from t he neigh
boring coun t ries especially SoutheaSt
As ia. Thi s organizat ion has thousands of
schools , hundreds ot hospitals and clin
ic s, orpha nages and old folk.'s homes, in
addi t ion to hundred s of universities and
Institutions of higher education, which
are availab le in every corner of the coun
"y.

Although the MuhatTll'Tladiyah organi
zation was born in the kampong , the
function of kepenguluan, the traditi ona l
Islami c instit ution of the Kanan, esa e
cteuv as part ot the sultanate bureauc
recv , remam s es it is and does no t change .
Various relig ious t radi ti onal rituals, w hich
basically contradict the teach ings o f
Muhammadiya h, can get along w ith each
other without be ing mutually exclusive .
These are the reasons why a dlSCUSS>On
on the lite of the people in KaLMT\8n w iN
hOpefUlly be more int erest ing .
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