
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
SYSTEM OF CLASSIFICATION, 

SELECTION OF SYMBOLS, 
AND SYSTEM OF PROHIBITIONS 

I n every society, whether it is dm* or 
ronplex, we always flnd some syskms of 
~ ~ . T h e t . t a s i c ~ o f ~  

eation is d i o u a p  partition, i.e. all 
thingsinthehumanandnatwatwwidare 
split into hro groups, such as moie&s, bi- 
nary apposition of good and e H  in Jaw or 
yin-yang in China. Conco~nB with the 
basic classifmtion, in sane societies we 
might stin find other dadication of triadic 
categories, of fsw-s%&ns, of five-classes, 
of &even -groups, and of nine-divisions. The 
preliminary purpose of chssifhtion is to 
simplify all things fn the human environ- 
ment. 

Fist of air, the concept of dassifhtion 
itself means, according to Needham* "a sys- 
tema€ic set of classes, a dgss being regard 
ed as a conceptual grouping of things by 
VHW atf gmtkutar r~semWs~168s that @J so- 
me-may -pir another aswmhb lhem toge- 
W 42379: 3). This definition gaems to em- 
pb&ze the characteris& ~eWmhitp a- 
l'laolldltkingsinacls~ar-r~,grw.mprb 
c@J procedures for dassw things, living 
cmWr$s, events and so forth are Bo deter- 
mige their basic relatian of indusion or ex- 
CWion. Between inclusion into a group and 
exybsion~frorn anohr  groups, there mttst 

which is also very 
in fhis essay. In supplementing 

k is better to present 
r compfemwttary definition i.e. '...to 

each other, and are 
determined lines of 

thing" (tdedtmrn, 1979. 3). Theme deW 
tbmtdusht symbol is a 6god sf m m u -  
nication like language, wt-tich enoodes one 
or more messages. tiwmm, thehie &ant 
tion do net Wer-6 the 
d @ 3 h  in 
&net mQns -1, 
s y r n b d d b *  

E Pre- 
for naming every cer- 

tain message which can be 
fm each &her. 
mesages can be 
A conveys *hkrrnm m 
12). R is simpiy two aspects of the same 
thing,Amessage can bean index @a&- 
nal. It is a dgnalwhenths, bear@ entityA 
causes message 6, swrd obtains a $igger 
response such as shaking head and bell 
ring. Then, an index meam A Mbtes B, 
and can be a signum or a W a l  index. It is 
a natural index whenever "A is asm&W 
with 8 by nature, but =laded as sm index 
of 8 by human choice" (Leach* 1876: 12), 
for example lightning is a~ indgx of thunder. 
Accordiy, a signum i n d i i  that A 
stands for B, as a result of &itmy hu~wuz 
choice,atzdRpnbeasymbdwasign.A 
message will be a sign whenever A SWP 
for B as part for wkole @p:tmymy), @ 

insignbisasignfwacectain 
. So far, symW A stands for B 

by arbt$etll association, but "there is no 
inthk prior tdatianshtp between A and 8, 
htistosayAandBhlongtodifferent 
culhrral amte.xts (ibjd: 14). For emple,  a 
crown isr &gnformyaEl)c but if it isused as 







Let us look at an exampie of the preg- 
nancy r k  in more detail. Javanese women 

f 
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people who live in the densely 
pacts of Central and East Java, 
Cultwaily, there are several va- 
ich are slighly d i i e n t  from each 

Themeafthe r W k t o t a k e  off the 
old clo#les, to bath with M y  water and to 
put on new Javanese batik &ths as many 
as seven times, whkh k assachd with 
seven moFaSls of the prerratrcy. Owing put- 
tingontheiastdoth,justbebre~cCbthis 
put~on,thereigan&herimpostgnt 
ritual a& A wooden shuttle used in weaving 
and fWP) young yelfow coconuts, on which 
have been painted good-Iwking deifies or 
heroes fmnrEe anf fern-, are dropped 'in 
front of her befly hskk her b* ctoth. 
These rituals sym 
the next Befkre?ry 
ping the wooden s h d e  and that the baby 
@beasgoo&loakingasthects~m& 
picted. 

Alter all the puihtion and 
rites, there foflonrs a starnetan 
a!, w 4 r i  is embodied 
ceremony. It 4s 
tually there are 
al that are slightly diient from otheYs, 
depending upon wtdGh sup--1 beings 
are to be addressed, GmWs deswlption 
abotB the matter is quite kough :  

T h c ~ ~ i e t h e J a v a l i ~ o t u h a t i s  
perhaps the world'e n m d  common reI@eu~ 
rfkral, the communal fea9it, and, os amQst 
everywhere, it symbolbs fhe mystic and social 
Wty of UIose partSdpatirrg in it. Friendrs, 
neighbors, fellows warken,, rehtiws, local 
splits, dead anoedars, and near- s- 
all get bound. by virtue of their comnteneraw,, 
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such as dans ~~ 



foam them iau s l#om&wy, w)dotr.in evatp 
dayt i feonlythe low%r~$1lhehousb 
~ ~ ~ ~ u l e d p 3 a c e , p o w -  

thb; s3crsd phce. 
Plarcing dommtk animals and dietary 

prdrSbltJon are aim ifwebed in an int%mo- 
mn chain of symbolte dessification. The 
doghas a ~ r e ~ i w i t h  a m ,  but 

od,tnrtthd#s--is#efhioslfiasasw&the 
krffalootowwhicftwd&ba, sfa--ed inti& 


