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La Ode Rabani - Soda1 Movements in Southeast Sule WBSi* 1806 - 1942 

INTRODUCTION 
Political movements that occurred in the 

beginning of the 20th Century in some regions 
in Indonesia were closely related to earlier 
situations and conditions. Some of these were 
World War I and the chaos of the world 
economy, which led to the Great Depression of 
the 1930s. 

At the same time, European countries with 
colonies, such as the Dutch who occupied 
Indonesia, tried to optimize their colonies to fulfill 
their necessities, such as state finance through 
economy exploitation and taxation in many 
sectors. These efforts were undertaken without 
any consideration concerning the condition of 
the people in the colony. Personal taxation, the 
decrease ofthe economic area of the traditional 
reign, such as port taxes, the tobacco tax, the 
export import tax, etc., caused discomfort to both 
the traditional rulers and the peopb as the object 
of the taxation. In resutt, efforts were undertaken 
by the Dutch in order to fulfill their necessities 
and to recover from financial problems. 

This paper analyzes why social movements 
occurred in Southeast Sulawesi between 1906- 
1Q42. Moreover, this paper also discusses the 
process of these social movements and their 
significance. 

DUTCH INTERVENTION IN SOCIAL 
MOVEMENTS 

Social movement as a collective activity 
aims to reject changes in society through radical 
or revolutionary ways. Social movements' 
dynamics are defined by collective acts marked 
by a demand to change legislation via political 
revoluti~n.~ Locally, social movements are 
mmmonly conducted to decrease the power of 
a new source of intervention that forces change 
upon an existing society. This pattern of these 
movements is usually evident in areas where 
an outside power is forcing its will upon the local 
populace. 

The relation between the local sooiety and 
; a foreign power, especially the Dutch in 

Wutheast Sulawesi, can be seen from two 
' different points of view, that of the Dutch as 

well as that of the local society. The intentions 
of the Dutch were to become involved in the 
existing local government stnrcture as a means 
to take control of essential economical 
resources in the region. The Dutch forced 
policies upon the locals to reach their goals, 
such as changing the social system of the local 
elites @riburn0 and interfering in the division 
of regional-level administration, which had 
already been determined by the local power. 

The creation of the afdeeling area through 
to the lowest structure, or onderdistrik, 
evidences how the Dutch forced their policies 
upon local ~ociety.~ The personal tax and other 
taxes caused some troubles for the people 
since they were not accustomed to tax and 
monetary systems. On the local level, as in 
Buton, this force caused some conflicts. The 
promotion of new authorities, suctu'as district 
heads, was considered as a threat and a 
disturbance, as was the requirement of tax 
payments, as applied by the Dutch to any new 
region they occupied, which were eonsidered 
too high.4 In the matter of intefieflng in local 
power, the Dutch sometimes eliminated 
traditional institutions that h a  w.m?hority to 
manage the local people 'and had been 
acknowledged by the people as a legal 
institution. The elimination of some local 
institutions as a part of the Dutch intervention 
in maintaining their power were always 
answered by protests from society, although in 
the end the locals were compelled to accept 
these changes. 

The pribumi challenged the Dutch for 
policies made during their reign in Indonesia, 
whether they were economical or political. The 
taxations and the obligation that farmers plant 
only for export and undertake other physical 
work was always met with enownbm from the 
local people who felt f o r m  by thsse polides.6 
The political policy to eliminate the Mosltsm 
community, which always presented an 
interference to the Dutch in mrryh7g out their 
activities and -tying their @ides, raised 
concern from the Dutch govemmentBTheAceh 
Case (The War for the Way of Allah), as written 
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~ I b m h i m  Alfian, and the case of the rebellion 
~~ Banten farmers, as written by Sartono 
M r j o ,  are examples of lgfh Century 
armam@rs with Dutch policies. Another case 
-the Diponegoro encounter in Central Java 
and the Paderi Movement in West Sumatra. 

Some of the aforementioned encounters 
nrllh Um local antagonists encouraged the Dutch 
&B mduct  a more intensive investigation of 
theasae events. One of the efforts was to promote 
a European advisor for problems concerning 
tCPe local elites.' In result, the Dutch could easily 
eliminate some movements that were intended 
to oppose their rule. The Paderi war in West 
Sumatra and the Aceh war are good examples 
of when the adat (traditional) class was helped 
to eliminate the religious class, while the 
Acehnese Ulee Balang could win the 
competition and the conflict after being 
supported by the Dutch in the matter of 
economic competiti~n.~ The Dutch support to 
one class was a part of their economical politics 
to keep Indonesia as a productive area in order 
to maintain their economic interests. 
Regions with a strong Islamic base, such as 
Buton, had always been a matter of Dutch 
concern due to the fact that these regions were 
considered disruptive to the economic activities 
and the policies made by the Dutch for the 
natives. Moreover, the tax policy was always 
challenged by the people resulting in the Dutch 
establishing another policy to eliminate the local 
opposition. 

The social movements that occurred in 
Southeast Sulawesi began when the Dutch 
placed a military detachment in Buton. The 
people of Buton did not agree to it and 
conducted an encounter that resulted in the 
Dutch answering with a policy to eliminate it. 
The situation turned chaotic and the people 
rejected the power of Sultan Muhammad Urnar 
(1885-1904) who was considered to be on the 
side of the Dutch. Local authorities and thdr 
subjects showed their displeasure with the 
palick and were hostile to the Dutch. In result, 
the Dutch mpatadlyforced the peopleof&rton 
into submission and into signing several 

The people of Buton continued to rejeet the 
policies until preparations for war were initiated 
by the construction of a fort in several areas 
outside Buton, such as on Kaledupa Island and 
the East Coast of Buton wasuemba) as well 
as other areas. Additional social acts also 
occurred when the governor of Sulawesi visited 
Buton. There was no welcome party, nor did 
he receive the people's sympathies. At that time, 
the Sultan actually was acting at the behest of 
the nobles in the region who were advocating 
for the wishes of the people. However, the 
Dutch had the power to force the people of 
Buton to obey all the colonial policies as even 
the Sultan was sentenced to pay fines for an 
infraction committed in February 1907.O 

Another example of Dutch intervention 
occurred on March 21,1889. The Dutch had 
prevented exporting and importing for war 
needs, and then following the war, subsequently 
levied an export-import tax and port tax.I0 
Government decree number 25 dated January 
25,1909, consisted of a f 4.200 compensation 
payment for the export-import monopoly and a 
f 1.500 compensation payment for opium 
backdated to 1 907.11 These compensation 
payments only targeted the kiqdom authorities. 
Due to such Dutch interventions, the movement 
against Dutch policies emerged. In accordance 
with the Dutch government policy concerning 
taxation, in 191 1, they also forced Buton to pay 
a tax for crops and continued with the soesoeng 
romang and sima assaparang atuwong 

(personal taxes) on November 20,191 2.12 

RESlSTANCE AND THE PROCESS OF 
SOCIAL MOVEMENTS IN SOUTH 
SULAWESI 

The Dutch policy to impose taxes on itsi 
colonies resulted in certain effects. The effect 
of the taxation of 1911 led to the La Ode Boha 
Movement, which had an economic motive. The 
movement was a form of resistance to the tax 
in Warurama, Buton. This movement happened 
in 1907 when the Dutch conducted a registration 
of; area residents in August of that ywtr.l3 This 
registration had the eventual aim of forcing the 
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